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CONNECTING PEOPLE

Macra Land Mobility Manager Austin Finn has high hopes collaborative
farming can create better futures for Irish farmers. Paidi Kelly reports

F

arm owners in
Cork, Kilkenny and
Roscommon have
contacted Austin Finn
because they want to
explore the potential of collaborative farming.
These three areas are the
pilot regions where AusWLQZDQWVWRVHWXSKLVoUVW

arrangements. Initially he
was worried people wouldn’t
engage with the service but
thankfully this hasn’t been
the case.
He has a wide range of
farms which a variety of
future farming options will
suit. Hence Austin also needs
a variety of people looking to

collaborate with these farm
owners.
“I have been in contact
with people at all stages of
their farming careers – old
and young, farm owners and
not, people looking to expand
and people looking to step
back. It takes all sorts to
make the different arrange-

ments work,” he said.
At this stage over 100
people have contacted Austin wishing to discuss the
opportunities collaborative
farming could have for them.
Here are some examples of
some of the opportunities
Austin is currently trying to
oQGSHRSOHIRU

100% Irish farmer owned, supporting 600 local jobs
The Irish farmer owned cattle breeding programmes

Call Centre:
1850 20 20 50

www.munsterai.ie

progressivegenetics.ie

Investing In Irish Farming

600 local people employed

Over €20 Million invested
back into rural economy

Genetic gain worth €150 million
annually to irish farmers

4000 calves genotyped, 100 bulls bought annually from irish farmers
Over 550,000 cows recorded, aiding farmers in achieving higher milk prices
from lower SCC and higher milk solids

YGB (IG) Baunageragh Lobby

HDJ - (IG) Bridestream Harold

EBI €268,
PKK x FLT x MFX
an all Irish pedigree of NCBC bulls

Excellent all-round sire
4% Protein Family
Udder Improver

Elite Dairy & Beef Sires

Technician Service

Herd Health

Milk Recording

1

Owners: Married
couple in their 60s,
two adult children,
neither interested in
farming.
Current activity:
Dairy farming.
Farm size: 64ha around
parlour (52ha owned), other
land leased.
Facilities: 80 cows, 40 bulling
heifers, 100 cubicles, 12-unit
parlour.
Preferred future option: Expand to 200 cows with a share
milker.

2

Owners: Business
man and part-time
farmer, age 58,
family involved in
the off-farm business.
Current activity: Mix of tillage
and dry stock.
Farm size: 70ha in one block
Facilities: One six-bay double
slatted shed and machinery
shed.
Preferred future option: Not
interested in hiring labour.
Wants to enter a partnership with someone who will
LPSURYHIDUPSURoWqQRWMXVW
considering dairying.

Farm owners wanted

FERTILITY IS OUR BUSINESS

Call Centre:
022 43228

Collaborators wanted

Heat Detection

1

Age: 34
Current occupation:
Farm manager of
a large-scale dairy
herd.
Farming background/ experience: Not from
a farm but is a trained farm
manager and has worked on a
number of farms in Ireland and
New Zealand.
Preferred future option: Has
seen share milking work in
1HZ=HDODQGDQGZDQWVWRoQG
Irish farmer open this business structure.

2

Age: 26
Current
occupation:
Working with his
brother and father
at home.
Farming background/ experience: Farming full time for
four years and has completed
three years in Ag college.
Preferred future option: Home
farm not big enough to support three incomes. Wants to
farm in his own right. Could
be supported by home farm to
begin new farming operation
somewhere.

BRING OUR YOUNG
PEOPLE HOME
A shortage of young people in Ireland with the skill, ambition and experience to collaborate with existing farm owners
looks to be a challenge for Austin Finn. He said: “Maybe
some young people are nervous of taking a step out on their
RZQRUPD\EHWKH\MXVWKDYHQ WJRWLQFRQWDFWZLWKPH\HW
,GHoQLWHO\ZDQWWRKHDUIURPPRUHVNLOOHGDQGUHVSRQVLEOH
young people. I have had a number of enquiries from experienced Irish people working on farms abroad and I think via
the service we can create farming opportunities which would
give them a reason to come home. For every farm owner who
contacts Austin looking to take a step back, he needs someone contacting him who wants to take on more land or start
farming in their own right. Pairing the two people together in
the right business structure can then deliver for both parties.
$XVWLQVDLGk(YHU\LQGLYLGXDOVLWXDWLRQLVGLIIHUHQWVRLW V
crucial to meet the people and understand the different issues they have and based on that, what arrangement will suit
them best.”
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Next steps for the service
set up the contract for a new
arrangement and will work
with the farmers’ advisers to
do so if necessary.
He then plans to visit the
farm three to four times
during each year to review
progress. Austin is hopeful
a support programme will
also put in place for farmers
engaging in collaborative
arrangements – this could be
put in place by Teagasc and/
or the milk processors in the
area to offer extra technical
advice to these new arrangements.
The Land Mobility Service
is and initiative of Macra Na
)HLUPHZLWKWKHoQDQFLDO
support of FBD Trust and
other stakeholders. It is a
FRQoGHQWLDOVHUYLFHDYDLOable to help farmers and
farm families thinking
of expansion, changing
enterprise, or stepping
back. For more contact
Austin at 086 2541425 or
www.landmobility.ie
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Macra Land
Mobility
Manager
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The Top Choice Varieties in each category are:
Sugar
Beet

High DM
Fodder Beet

Medium DM
Fodder Beet

Low DM
Fodder Beet

ROSALINDA &
TOUAREG

ENERMAX &
CAGNOTTE

MINOTAURE

JAMON

V O L U TIO
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Goldcrop Beet
Varieties 2014
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Age:(DUO\V
Current
occupation: Dairy
farmer.
Farming background/ experience: Inherited the home farm
DQGKDVGHYHORSHGDQHIoFLHQW
dairy operation.
Preferred future option:
,QWHUHVWHGLQH[SDQGLQJFXUUHQWRSHUDWLRQRUGHYHORSLQJD
VHFRQGXQLW

Austin is working with the
three major milk processors
in the pilot areas (Aurivo,
Dairygold and Glanbia)
to meet and match people
interested in collaborative
farming. Teagasc is at an advanced stage of developing a
template for share milking in
an Irish context which will
help Austin set up these new
arrangements.
Of the 100 or more people
who have got in contact with
Austin, how many are really
willing to farm and work
with someone else? “I have
had people get in contact
to just test the water but
most of those 100 have a real
genuine interest in making
a change. Some will end up
leasing the farm but by
the end of the year
I would hope to
have at least 20
partnerships and
share milking
opportunities set
up. Developing an
arrangement is
slow and SFP
certainty is
needed.
Austin will
help

NO

3

Owners: Married
couple with a
young family.
Current activity:
Suckling and cattle
oQLVKLQJ
Farm size: 55Ha owned and
KDRQORQJWHUPOHDVH
Facilities: 6ODWWHGDQGVWUDZ
VKHGVIRURYHUFDWWOH
Preferred future option: PlanQLQJRQFRQYHUWLQJWRGDLU\LQJ
HLWKHURQWKHLURZQRUYLD
FROODERUDWLRQWRDFFHVVGDLU\
H[SHUWLVHDQGHTXLW\3DUWQHUVKLSZLWKH[LVWLQJGDLU\IDUPHU
or young trained farmer with
VRPHODQGHTXLW\
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Supplies trace elements for up to 5 months
Unique & revolutionary soluble glass bolus
Delivers rumen-available cobalt, selenium,
iodine & ionic copper

Relative Root
DM Yield
expected*

Expected
root DM%

Root
Colour

% Root
Over
Ground

Soil Tare
(1-9,
9=best)

ROSALINDA

109

22

White

20

3

Sugar Beet variety being grown in a
number of EU countries.

FESTINA

106

22

White

20

3

Sugar Beet.

TOUAREG

106

22

White

20

4

Dutch Sugar Beet variety
with low soil tare.

GERTY

108

22

White

20

4

Energy Beet - very high DM yield.

SUGAR BEET & ENERGY BEET

HIGH DRY MATTER FODDER BEET

ENERMAX

107

18.6

White

24

4

Highest yielding Fodder Beet.
Bred from Magnum.

CAGNOTTE

103

18.3

Yellow

33

5

Very high DM yield and fresh yield.
Harvests very clean.

STARMON

101

18.2

Yellow

33

5

Noticably cleaner than Magnum.

MAGNUM

100

18

White

22

4

Long established variety.

42

6

Most popular medium DM type.

MEDIUM DRY MATTER FODDER BEET

BOLERO

97

16.5

Yellow

MINOTAURE

102

15.8

Yellow

42

6

Highest fresh root yield of all beet
varieties.

LOW DRY MATTER FODDER BEET

JAMON

86

14.2

Orange

46

7

Suitable for grazing in situ.

FELDHERR

82

11.8

Orange

49

8

Suitable for grazing in situ.

Proven to improve fertility1 and productivity2
The only registered LM multiple trace
element bolus

Contact Bimeda on 1850 51 52 53
For further information consult your vet/nutritional advisor
1. The effect of Cosecure on the conception rate and trace
element status of dairy cattle, A.M Mackenzie, MM Moeini
and S.B Telfer. 2. Cytochrome c oxidase, Cu, Zn-superoxide
dismutase, and ceruloplasmin activities in copper-deficient
bovines, Cerone SI, Sansinanea AS, Streitenberger SA, Garcia
MC, Auza NJ

*Based on Goldcrop Trials in 2010-2013 in East Cork, at Teagasc Oakpark in 2009 and the DAF 1999 Recommended List

Available from your Local Co–Op or Agri Merchant
Goldcrop Ltd Tel: 021 488 2800
info@goldcrop.ie | www.goldcrop.ie

Bimeda Ireland: Broomhill Road, Tallaght,
Dublin 24, Ireland

www.bimeda.ie

www.telsol.co.uk

